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In  the  matter  of  collective  *  Perpetuation  of  Testimony  of 
punishments  of  Allied  prison-  *  William  Mahoney,  Staff 
ers  of  war  at  Camp  No.  3,  *  Sergeant,  61375*5 

P*ukuoka,  Japan,  between  July  * 

194-4  ana  September  1945*  * 

*******  **v  *>•  **  **  *******  ********  .-********************* 


Taken  at: 


Date: 

In  the  Presence  of: 


Reporter: 


Questions  by: 


Headquarters  First  Service  Command 
/rmy  Service  Forces 
808  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Boston  15,  Massachusetts 

1  March  1946 

F.dward  T.  Howard,  Special  Agent 
Security  Intelligence  Corps 
Headquarters  First  Service  Command 

Vince  A.  Creoden,  Civilian  Employee 
Intelligence  Division 
Headquarters  First  Service  Command 

Edward  T.  Howard,  Special  Agent 
Security  Intelligence  Corps 


*****>'.*>;.*:,  *******>  *-*  ********  ***  ***  **.-.*:•  *V  *  *5*  *****  *  * 


The  witness  was  duly  sworn. 

Q  State  your  name,  rank,  serial  number  and  permanent  home 
address. 

A  [william  Mahoney,  Staff  Sergeant,  ASN  6137525,  33  Chestnut 
Street,  Peabody,  Massachusetts.] 
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Q  \Ihen  and  where  were  you  born? 

A  I  was  born  March  5,  1915  in  ’’eabody,  Massachusetts. 
Q  ./hat  does  your  education  consist  of? 


-i  Two  years  of  high  school. 

Q  ./hat  was  your  occupation  before  entering  the  service? 


A  Leather  v/orker. 

Q  Have  you  recontly  returned  from  overseas? 

A  Yes,  I  returned  to  the  United  States  1  November  1945. 


Q  Were  you  a  prisoner  of  war? 

A  Yes,  I  was  a  prisoner  of  war  of  the  Japanese. 


Q  At  what  places  were  you  held  and  state  the  approximate 
dates? 

A  I  was  captured  in  Bataan  9  April  1942.  I  arrived  at 
Camp  O'Donnell  28  April  1942  and  I  arrived  at  Caban- 
atuan  30  November  1942.  I  was  at  Nichols  Field  from 
January  1943  to  March  1943.  I  then  returned  to 
Cabanatuan  in  March  of  1943  and  remained  there  until 
1944,  From  Cabanatuan [I  went  to  Camp  No.  3»  ^hikuoka, 
Japan,  and  remained  there  from  Ju^v  1944  until 
liberated  about  15  September  19457] 

Q  Are  you  familiar  with  instances  of  collective  punishment 
of  Allied  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  No.  3?  Fukuoka, 

Japan,  between  July  1944  and  September  1945? 

A,  Yes. 


k 

A 


V/ill  you  state  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  con¬ 
cerning  such  incidents? 


Whenever  there  was  an  air  raid,  the  prisoners  were 
forced  to  go  to  an  air  raid  shelter  which  consisted 
of  a  bamboo  lean-to  backed  up  against  a  bank.  After 


EHXKIHFNHXZ 
RESTRICTED  /s/  E.C. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/fOffl  1/ 


Doc.  No.  8078*  Page  3  * 

KEXKZBrJITIXX 

RESTRICTED  /s/  E.C. 


the  air  raid  was  over,  because  one  or  two  prisoners 
had  nade  some  noise,  all  of  the  prisoners  who  were  in 
that  air  raid  shelter  were  forced  to  stand  at 
attention  for  two  or  three  hours  and  were  denied 
breakfast  the  following  morning.  If  any  of  the 
prisoners  were  caught  smoking  during  an  air  raid, 
they  were  marched  around  the  camp  a  couple  of  times  — 
the  men  were  all  barefooted-and  then  were  made  to 
stand  up  all  night  at  attention.  __  _  _ 

Q  'Jere  there  any  beatings  of  these  men? 

A  If  the  Japanese  caught  the  man  who  was  smoking,  thirty 
men  around  him  would  get  it  for  not  making  him  put  it 
out  and  for  not  reporting  it  to  the  guard. 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Q 

A 


-,ho  did  the  beating? 

The  Japanese  guards}  no  individual  one}  they  were  all 
out  during  an  air  raid. 

Do  you  recall  any  other  instances  of  collective  punish¬ 
ment*:  _ 

July  of  1944,  Private  Lawrence  Hill  was  caught 
^stealing  three  fish.  The  morning  and  noon  meal  of 
all  prisoners  in  the  camp  were  taken  away.  Hill  was 
severely  beaten  and  the  men  on  his  detail  were  also 
severely  beaten. 

Uho  did.  the  beating?  _ _ 


(About 


The  Japanese  guards  who  brought  us  in  the_camp.J  We  had 
so  many  guards  on  a  c^ail  that  *  .  rGj  * * 

ones  did  the  beating.  I  was  not  on  Hill's  detail  but 
we  were  all  called  out  to  watch  while  Hill  was  beaten 
by  a  guard  whose  name  I  do  not  know.  The  Japanese 
also  took  away  our  holiday  for  punishment.  I  heard 
from  Hill  that  he  was  imprisoned  in  the  guardhouse  for 
two  weeks  for  stealing  the  fish,  during  which  time  he 
was  also  beaten  three  times. 
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the  air  raid  was  over,  because  one  or  two  prisoners 
had  made  seme  noise,  all  of  the  prisoners  who  were  in 
that  air  raid  shelter  were  forced  to  stand  at 
attention  for  two  or  three  hours  and  were  denied 
breakfast  the  following  morning.  If  any  of  the 
prisoners  were  caught  smoking  during  an  air  raid, 
they  were  marched  around  the  camp  a  couple  of  times  — 
the  men  were  all  barefooted-ancl  then  were  made  to 
stand  up  all  night  at  attention.  _ 

Q  'Jere  there  any  beatings  of  these  men? 

A  If  the  Japanese  caught  the  man  who  was  smoking,  thirty 
men  around  him  would  get  it  for  not  making  him  put  it 
out  and  for  not  reporting  it  to  the  guard. 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 


Q 

A 


Uho  did.  the  beating? 

The  Japanese  guards;  no  individual  one;  they  were  all 
out  during  an  air  raid. 


Do  you  recall  any  other  instances  of  collective  punish¬ 
ment*:  _ 

[About  July  of  1944,  Private  Lawrence  Hill  was  caught 
stealing  three  fish.  The  morning  and  noon  meal  of 
all  prisoners  in  the  camp  were  taken  away.  Hill  was 
severely  beaten  and  the  men  on  his  detail  were  also 
severely  beaten. 

\ho  did  the  beating?  _ 

The  Japanese  guards  who  brought  us  in  the_c_amp^J  We  had 
so  many  guards  on  a  (Retail  that  I  <3°  not  recaTX^whiicn. 
ones  did  the  beating.  I  was  not  on  Hill's  detail  but 
we  were  all  called  out  to  watch  while  Hill  was  beaten 
by  a  guard  whose  name  I  do  not  know.  The  Japanese 
also  took  away  our  holiday  for  punishment.  I  heard 
from  Hill  that  he  was  imprisoned  in  the  guardhouse  for 
two  weeks  for  stealing  the  fish,  during  which  time  he 
was  also  beaten  three  times. 
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Did  he  tell  you  who  beat  him? 

The  supply  corporal  whose  nickname  was  "The  had  Corporal1. 

DcTyou  recall  any  other  instances  of  collective 
punishments 

An  American  prisoner  of  War,  torron  (Phonetio^,  niok- 

4  wsre -rXnrei 

1  d  uu  all  night  and  the  next  morning  and  then 

,ut  in  the  guardhouse^f or  three  «eeks,  during 
wh?ch  Uri  he  ?ece!vld1ust  rice  and  salt  and  one 
glass  of  water  a  day* 

What  was  "Blimp"' s  condition  as  the  result  ol  this 
treatment? 

He  got  very  thin  due  to  malnutrition*  - - - — 

Was  he  beaten  during  this  time? 

Yes,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many  times. 

How  much  of  "Blimp1 s"  beatings  did  you  "i*ness  ard 
what  part  did  you  hear  from  somebody  else. 

Tu«?t  the  one  beating  I  saw.  The  rest  of  the  time 
while  he  was  in  the  guardhouse  was  hearsay  from 
bellow  prisoners  who  were  in  the  guardhouse  with  him. 

Do  you  recall  any  other  instances  of  collective  punish¬ 
ment? 

Ho,  not  offhand. 


Tlho  was  the  commanding  officer  of  Camp  No.  3,  Fukuoka? 
hajor  Rikotaki  (phonetic). 
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Q 

A 


( phone ticf?SCrlbe  °r  otherwjLse  identify  Major  Rikotaki 

i.ajor  Rikotaki  (phonetic),  nicknamed  by  the  prisoners 
of  war  "The  Nut",  was  55  to  60  years  old;  had  very 

oi ^!“?5SPped  5lack  halr;  about  5f 5"  tall;  weighed 
abouc  loO  pounds;  stocky  build;  ho  strutted  when  ho 
walked;  he  wore  no  glasses. 


Did  he  witness  or  know  about  these  collective 
ments? 


punish- 


A 


Q 


^uS*  ??  sanctioned  then.  He  was  always  present  at 
the  collective  punishments.  I  saw  him  thereTI  It  was 
tho  individual  punishments  that  I  don't  know  whether 
he  sanctioned  or  not. 


Was  any  protest  raadd  as  the  result  of  these  collective 
punishments! 


th?y  were  and  sometimes  they  weren't.  On 
the  fish  incident  they  couldn't  protest.  There  was 
no  reason  to  protest  particularly.  In  the  other 
cases,  Ur.  Hussey,  Chief  Pharmacist  Late,  our  camp 
interpreter,  made  the  protests. 


Q  .hat  was  the  result  of  the  protests? 


A  Nothing  was  ever  done  about  thenu  | 

U  Do  you  have  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  about 

these  collective  punishments? 


A  No  • 


/lAjj llAlam  C,  I iahonev _ 

William  Mahoney,  S  Sgt,  USA 
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Conr.tonvcalth  of  Massachusetts) 

)  SS 

County  of  Suffolk  ) 

•j 

I,  Gillian  Mahoney,  of  lr.’"ful  ago,  being  duly  s--orn  on  oath,  state  that  I 
havo  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and  all  ans'ors 
contained  theroin  are  true  to  tho  best  of  ny  laiotrledge  and  belief. 

/a/  William  C.  Mahoney _ 

William  Mahoney,  S  Sgt,  USA 

Subncribod  and  sr-orn  to  before  ice  this_JL2_dr.y  of  March  1946. 

/^/^JshaJLx.  JJjtoBEft _ 

( Hoiai'y-Pafelio) 

Sunnr.r'-  Court 
JOINT  P.  MdUlVJU. 

Major,  C.r.P. 

Ify  cor.ni38ion  oxpires: 
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